THE  AUTHORITY   OF   CATHOLICISM
Cavour, Napoleon altered his Italian policy, changed his
ministers and informed the Italian Government that he could
no longer entertain the question of giving it a free hand in
Rome (October 1862). The Catholic party made a fresh right-
about-turn and once more expressed its trust in Napoleon III.
as the pledged defender of the Holy See. The Pope was saved
and the temporary union of all Catholics was no longer of any
significance: Catholic Liberalism raised its head once more;
politically it joined forces with a few ex-Orl^anists and other
disconnected elements and formed the Union Liberate, which,
by careful electoral negotiations with other opposition forces of
the more extreme Left, was able to get thirty-five opposition
members elected in June 1863. Religiously it challenged
Ultramontanism with a solemn assembly, held at Malines,
at which Montalembert delivered a momentous address on
" The Free Church in the Free State."
The very title of the speech breathed defiance; was it not a
direct echo of Cavour, the enemy of the Papacy, the champion
of the anti-Papal claims of a United Italy? Montalembert, in
thus borrowing back again a phrase that had been originally
his own but to which Cavour had given world-wide publicity,
meant of course to give it a different meaning from that of
the Piedmontese statesman, showing only that, properly under-
stood, it need not conflict with the Church's rights. But to
prove this he gave of the Catholic position in past, present and
future an interpretation that could not but meet with violent
opposition from all but the very small body of Catholic Radicals.
The essential weakness of Catholics in the world of the day
was that they had not decided to make the best of facts—i.e. to
accept the great Revolution that had given birth to modern
society. They were afraid of modern society; whereas the
ancien regime was dead, never to rise again. Catholics had
nothing to fear from the new order, nothing to regret in the
old; they must become reconciled with democracy, and give
up the vain hope of ever seeing the renascence of a regime of
privilege for the Church or of an Absolute Monarchy favourable
to Catholicism: it was madness ever to have believed that
Napoleon III. was going to allow her to rebuild her old
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